August 18, 2013

13th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 4

Postfeast of Dormition; The Holy Martyrs Florus and Laurus of Illyria

Schedule of Services for the Week of August 19 – August 25

Please Note: There will be NO Vespers during the Summer months unless noted in the bulletin.
Saturday, August 24 – Pidhorets’k Icon of the Mother of God (1772); The Holy Hieromartyr Eutyches,
disciple of St. John the Theologian
9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy
✙ Walter Bachynsky (2nd anniversary); Req: Bachynsky Family
Sunday, August 25 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost; Return of the Relics of the Holy Apostle
Bartholomew; The Holy Apostle Titus, bishop of Crete
9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy		 For All Parishioners

Eternal Memory!
On August 1st, Catherine Andrus, longtime
parishioner, fell asleep in the Lord. Please
keep Catherine in your prayers. Prior to her
long illness, Catherine was a dedicated steward
of God’s gifts to her, sacrificing much for our
church and its community. A Divine Liturgy
to mark the 40th day will be celebrated on
Saturday, September 14th at 9:30 AM. May the
Lord grant His maidservant Catherine blessed
repose and eternal memory!

Warm Welcome!

We warmly welcome all of our visitors! It’s
good to have you with us!
The Church New Year –September 1st

Special Parish Survival Strategy Meeting –
Sunday, September 22nd

On Sunday, September 22nd, there will be an
important Special Meeting of the Parish Body
to discuss urgent issues related to the immediate
future of the mission. All parish members are
asked to attend
Going to the Hospital?

Please let your priest know, so that he can add
you to the prayer list, or, if you like, pay you a
visit. If you know someone else is in the hospital
please let Fr. James know.
Prayers for Teachers and Students – August 25th

will be offered for the new academic year next
Sunday, August 25th. Teachers and students will
be asked to come forward near the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy.

Every time we enter upon another year
whether it be civil or ecclesiastical we have
the opportunity to reflect upon the past and Looking Ahead
• Sunday, 8/25: Prayers for Academic Year
make changes for a better future. Let us ask
• Sunday, 9/1: Church New Year
ourselves: What practical changes can I
make which will allow the Lord to act more
• Sunday, 9/22: Special Parish Meeting
in my life?
Can I do more in my spiritual life – prayer,
study, almsgiving, stewardship? Can we do
more as a community – outreach, charity,
evangelism? How can I personally and
we collectively play a part in making this
coming year better than the previous year?

Did You Know We’re on Facebook?

“Like” us to receive our posts, and so that your
friends can get to know your church a little. Who
knows who else may “Like” us too? https://www.
facebook.com/pages/St-John-the-BaptizerUkrainian-Catholic-Church/137098752989860

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church starts an internet-project LIVE.TV
Thursday, 08 August 2013, 20:35

The first direct broadcast will be on August 9th. This was announced on August 8th at
a press-breakfast by UGCC Head His Beatitude Sviatoslav (Shevchuk).
According to him, the blessing of the TV will be content and live programs, direct
studio and the official opening of the internet- transmissions; interesting moments from
tv LIVE.TV (ЖИВЕ.ТЕЛЕБАЧЕННЯ) direct air that will be made available for
will take place on August 9th. UGCC viewing on our channel at whatever time the
Primate also explained that the project is viewer finds convenient. We have a studio,
based on voluntary donations. “We will professional equipment and professional
ask assistance from everyone who wants to staff. LIVE.TV results from the efforts of
assist us in this project. I have been asked seven people, including two operators and
about internet-tv by young people from a journalist. We have production studios
around the world. The life of our Church in with which we cooperate, such as Dzvony
Ukraine is very active and we see no other in Ivano-Frankivsk and the cartoon studio
way in which to transmit this information. Svichado in Ternopil… Also in every
Tomorrow the blessing will be broadcast eparchy there are press services which are
live,” said His Beatitude Sviatoslav. He also our partners,” related rev. Ihor.
thanked God that the TV project is starting
on the eve of significant UGCC events – In his words, “Live TV will be a socialthe blessing of the Patriarchal Cathedral in religious (90% - 10%) television. We will
Kyiv, the pilgrimage, vespers – all to take talk about the whole person, above all
about the spiritual dimension, as well as
place in August.
education, upbringing, youth studies. There
Creators of LIVE TV expect an audience of
internet-users, primarily youth. The channel may be culinary shows, stories about fishing
may perhaps even carry advertisements, or other things involving a person. We will
excluding those of beer or wine. The channel also hold tele-marathons. One thing that
will be directed by UGCC Department of we will exclude will be stories about sin.
Information head, rev. Ihor Yatsiv. He states We will not popularize killings, violence,
that the internet-tv will include interaction etc. There are people who want to help us –
among them some prominent Ukrainians,”
and totally free access.
stated the head of UGCC Department of
“Every conversation in the studio or other Information.
links which we will use will be interactive
– meaning, that the viewer will be able to The priest also noted that on August 9th
react to that which is taking place in the during the blessing of the studio, the
studio, through the telephone, employing first attempt at a direct broadcast will be
SKYPE, through comments in the social attempted. “We have made agreements with
Google and Youtube and they will transmit
network of our TVsite.
We will not force anything on the viewer: us as a media server for free,” said he.
we will not have the so-called net. There
Telekrytyka

FOUR-STAR PARISHIONERS – ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯
By A Ukrainian Orthodox Priest
The success (or failure) of a parish is dependent services of the Church. Unless it is impossible to
upon the synergy among pastor and faithful. do so, they’re in Church every Sunday and Great
Successful parishes aren’t dependent upon any Feast Day and on as many lesser holy days as is
one person (this includes the priest!) for their feasible.
success. In a successful parish the parishioners . . . partakes in the Holy Mysteries. Just
cooperate with each other, they fulfill their own because I must approach for Holy Confession
obligations, and contribute what they can into the and Communion once a year doesn’t mean that
common treasury of deeds, wisdom and finances. I should only approach for Holy Confession
I used to work in a restaurant. It was a nice place and Communion once a year. If Confession and
with good food, a pleasant ambience, and class. Communion are a good thing, why not approach
We had many regulars, but one of them stood out. more often? The Church exists (among other
The owners called him the “four-star customer.” things) in order to make the Holy Mysteries
He would visit often. He’d bring
– Baptism, Chrismation, Confession,
business clients there. He’d come
Communion, Marriage, Ordination,
for dinner with his family. He’d
and the Oil of Prayer (anointing of
celebrate important occasions
the sick) available to the faithful.
there. He was a good tipper.
Four-star parishioners live a
He was always pleasant to
sacramental life: approach
be with and a pleasure to
for Confession/Communion
serve.
as often as possible, get
married and buried in the
I’m sure you see where
Church, have their children
this is going. What would a
baptized in the Church, etc.
“four-star parishioner” look
like?
. . . supports the parish
generously. If the Church
A four-star parishioner. . .
can’t pay the bills, it can’t
. . . prays. The whole
stay open. If it doesn’t
point of being a member
have the money to do
of the Church is to know
outreach work or educate
God. Union with Christ
the children, it will die. A
is the goal of all Christian
four-star parishioner treats
endeavor. We must therefore
parish financial obligations
seek to always have God
with the same seriousness
in our thoughts and on our lips. This is prayer. as taxes. Don’t pay taxes, go to jail. Don’t support
A four-star parishioner prays (privately or with the parish, go to . . .
their family) upon arising in the morning, before
retiring in the evening, and before meals during . . . helps the poor. At the Last Judgment, Jesus
the day. They might do more, but they won’t do is going to ask us, “Did you feed me? Did you
clothe me? Did you visit me when I was sick?”
less.
etc. (Mt. 25:36). All our religious acts should lead
. . . worships God. If we know God we will us to charitable acts on behalf of the suffering,
worship Him. We are created to worship Him. He the poor, and the needy. A quick reading of the
commands us to worship Him. Why? Worship first epistle of St. John or the epistle of St. James
creates unity and feeds us spiritually. Worship will underline this point better than I ever could.
teaches us who we are and who God is. All Four-star parishioners give their whole life to
human beings worship – either the one True God – not just two hours on Sunday morning (if
God or an idol, and every idol is fundamentally that!). This includes sharing their wealth with
an image of ourselves. God or me? Which will God’s beloved – the poor.
it be? Four-star parishioners attend the worship

. . . respects church leaders. The days are gone
when men become priests because they’re seeking
some type of status in the world. Nor do people
join the parish council because they’re seeking
fame or riches. The least we can do is respect
those who lead our communities. Even when we
disagree with them, we should do so respectfully.
They’re not perfect – but neither are we. A fourstar parishioner always speaks respectfully to and
about the parish and Church leaders. The words
of Abraham Lincoln bear repeating: “No one
should criticize unless they’re willing to help.”
. . . respects their fellow parishioners. I once
heard this terrible riddle: “What happens when
a member of the Church is wounded (spiritually,
emotionally, or personally)?” Answer: “Someone
from the parish comes along and finishes them
off!” It’s a terrible riddle because it’s often
true. How often do we hear people spreading
malicious gossip or delighting in the troubles of
their brothers and sisters in Christ? A four-star
parishioner doesn’t gossip, doesn’t impute evil
motives to the actions of others, and doesn’t try
to build themselves up by tearing other people
down. If we do love each other, we should speak
positively and respectfully about each other and
help pick each other up when we’re down.
. . . fasts. There’s an old saying: “The spiritual
life begins with the stomach.” Fasting is a sign of
our obedience to the Church; fasting builds unity
within the community (just look at the example
of the Jews or Muslims); fasting builds discipline
(all discipline is fundamentally selfdiscipline);
fasting brings God’s blessings upon us. Four-star
parishioners offer their table to the Lord. How
we fast may occasionally differ due to individual
circumstances, physical needs, or illnesses. But
if we wish to be close to God, if we are obedient
to God and the Church, we will fast according to
the apostolic teaching and practice of the Church.
. . . works for the parish. In order for a parish
to function, much needs to be done: singing in
the choir; sitting on the parish council; teaching
religion; visiting the sick; cooking; working with
youth; preparing the bulletin; organizing social
events; cutting the grass; painting the walls;
preparing tax receipts; paying bills, etc.. God has
blessed every one of us with talents that can be
utilized for the growth and benefit of our parish.
Four-star parishioners offer their talents and

abilities to the Lord and to the parish.
. . . reads the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word to
us. The only condition necessary to successfully
read the Bible is that we must read God’s Word
in order to put it into practice. Reading the Bible
simply in order to discuss it—or even worse,
discussing the Bible without having read it—
will not help us draw near to God – in fact, the
opposite will probably take place. A four-star
parishioner reads the Bible every day: a passage
from the Gospel, a passage from another New
Testament book, and a reading from the Psalter
as a minimum.
. . . takes responsibility for their children’s
souls. People often send their children to
“religious” schools – Catholic or Protestant – and
figure they don’t need to send them to Church
school. If we send our children to non-Orthodox
schools, they won’t learn the Orthodox faith.
Every parish child should be taking part in the
religious lessons offered by the Church, as well
as being taught to pray at home and seeing the
example of parents living a deep and authentic
Christian spiritual life. A four-star parishioner
makes sure that the young people of the parish
are given a solid education in the Orthodox faith
by parents (or other family members), clergy,
Church school staff, and participation in the
liturgical life of the parish.
. . . never stops learning about the faith. A
Ukrainian saying goes: “A man must spend
his whole life learning so that he can die an
ignoramus.” Bible study classes, religious
seminars, spiritual retreats, and adult education
classes should be just as integral a part of the
life of every mature Christian as professional
development programs and inservice seminars are
for teachers, doctors, auto mechanics, etc. This
goes double for those in positions of leadership
in the parish. Four-star parishioners take part
in every bible study, seminar, retreat, and adult
education class they are able to. When people fall
in love, they want to learn everything about each
other. If I love God, I’ll want to learn as much as
I can about Him.
What’s stopping you from becoming a four-star
parishioner?

THE LITURGICAL YEAR IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
By Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos
The Liturgy and all the sacraments in the
Orthodox Christian Church begin with the
prayer:

"Blessed is the kingdom of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, always, now and
forever".

The aim of all Christian living – praying,
studying, working and resting is to bring us
before the awesome and renewing reality of the
kingdom of God. Although God's kingdom may
be described by many words (God's will, rule,
power, lordship, majesty, glory and grace), put
simply it is God's personal holy presence. To
live in the reality of God's kingdom is to live in
the presence of God – with a sense of wonder,
joy and thanksgiving in all circumstances and
for all things.
What is the significance of the liturgical year?

The liturgical year is a way of discipline in
prayer, a pattern of worship, an anchor of
support for the life of the Church. But it also has
deeper significance. The late George Florovsky,
an eminent Orthodox theologian of blessed
memory, has taught us that worship is a response
to the call of God who has already made known
His redeeming love to us through decisive
events culminating in the person and ministry
of Jesus Christ. Worship has two major aspects:
remembrance (anamnesis which means not
only historical remembrance but also re-living
the events commemorated) and thanksgiving
(including praise and doxology).

Thus the liturgical year, by bringing unceasingly
before us God's mighty deeds of salvation and
the reality of God's kingdom in our midst, is
the sanctification of time and thereby the true

fulfillment of both personal and corporate
aspects of our lives as Christians. Far from
being simply a calendar, the liturgical year in
the life of the Church – the life ofChristians
living in community as brothers and sisters –
in awareness of God's kingdom, remembering
the entire communion of Prophets, Apostles,
Saints and all of God's people on earth and in
heaven, being renewed by God's saving love,
helping one another, witnessing to Christ's good
news, and waiting for the fullness of the coming
kingdom according to God's timing.

"If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord" (Rom. 14:8)
Orthodox worship proclaims the centrality of
Christ. The liturgical year celebrates the presence
of the mystery of Christ in the life of the Church
and seeks to make the living Christ a renewing
lifesource for every Orthodox Christian.

Do not the most important feastdays of the
year celebrate the good news of the life
and work of Christ, the Annunciation, His
Birth, Presentation in the Temple, Baptism,
Transfiguration, Triumphal Entry, Passion
Week, Easter, Ascension and His gift of the
Spirit on Pentecost day, all of which are based
on the New Testament? Do we not remember
and re-live His death and resurrection on each
Sunday (Kyriake, that is, the Lord's Day) and in
each Liturgy? Do we not continuously hear about
Jesus' teachings, miracles and encounters with
men and women from all walks of life? Even
the Feastdays of the Prophets, the Apostles, the
Theotokos and the Saints, properly understood,
point to the centrality of Christ, the Saviour and
Lord of all.

This is the essential message of the Orthodox
faith: Christ lives and desires to be one with us in a
union of holy love. He is the Leader of our life and
the Celebrant of the sacraments. He is the Good
Shepherd who continues not only to seek out the
lost but also to feed those who are already in His
flock. Are we prepared to hear His call? Are we
willing to open our hearts to Him? Do we seek
Him as eagerly as He seeks us? I would like to end
this preface with the image of Christ the Pursuer
from the conclusion of St. John Chrysostom’s 15th
Homily on 1 Timothy, a passage to which George
Florovsky has pointed. In the final part of this
Homily, St. John Chrysostom meditates on Christ’s
love for us and exhorts Christians to glorify Christ
for His countless material and spiritual gifts – the
same Christ that we often neglect and perhaps
even secretly dislike for pursuing us and seeking
to change our lives. Then St. John has Christ
speaking to us in these words:
HUMILITY – A KEY TO BIBLICAL
UNDERSTANDING
From the writings of Bishop Ignatius
One elder passed seventy
weeks in fasting, eating food
only twice a week, as he
begged the Lord to reveal to
him the meaning of a passage
in Holy Scripture. But God
would not reveal it to him.
Seeing this, the elder said to
himself, “I have labored long and hard, and I have
accomplished nothing. I will go to my brother and
ask him.”
When he had left his cell and locked the door behind
him, an angel from the Lord appeared and said to
him: “Seventy weeks of fasting did not bring you
nearer to God. Now, however, when you have
humbled yourself and resolved to go to your brother
with your question, I have been sent to you to explain
the meaning of this passage.” And fulfilling this, the
angel departed.

“But what shall I say? It is not in this way only
that I have shown my love to you, but also by
what I have suffered. For you I was spit upon, I
was scourged. I emptied myself of glory, I left
my Father and came to you, who hate me, and
turn from me, and are loath to hear my name.
I pursued you, I ran after you, that I might
overtake you. I united and joined you to myself,
“eat me, drink me,” I said. In heaven above I
hold you, and on earth below I embrace you. Is
it not enough for you that I have your pledge of
salvation in heaven? Does this not satisfy your
desire? I again descended on earth (through the
Eucharist): I not only am mingled with you, I
am entwined in you. I am eaten, broken into
tiny particles, that the fusion, intermingling, and
union may be more complete. Things united
remain yet (sometimes) in their own limits, but I
am interwoven with you. I would have nothing
separating us. I will that we both be one”.

ON THE BENEFITS OF ATTENDING
THE LITURGY
St. Maximos the Confessor
It is necessary for every
Christian to spend time in the
holy church of God, and never
to miss the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy – for here,
the holy angels have custody
– they register the people
going in each time and offer
their angelic intercessions
on their behalf. Each person who is found
present at the Divine Liturgy, the grace of
the Holy Spirit transforms, remolds, and
truly remodels into a more divine image,
conforming to Himself.
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