ANNOUNCEMENTS – ОГОЛОШЕННЯ

JUNE 23: $1,364; Building Fund: $130; Coffee: $60
JUNE 30: $988; Building Fund: $750
JULY 7: $1,075; Building Fund: $130; Coffee $80 (6/18, 6/25, 7/7)
JULY 14: $1,486; Building Fund: $585 (2nd Collection); Coffee: $80
JULY 21: $795; Building Fund: $130
JULY 28: $815; Building Fund: $130
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Divine Liturgy:
Every Sunday at 10:30 AM
Temporary Physical Address:
3266 Nutmeg St.
San Diego, CA 92104
Temporary Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 3116
La Mesa, CA 91941
Confessions:
30 minutes before or immediately after
Divine Liturgy, or by appointment
Parish Administrator:
Fr. Yurii Sas - o. Юрій Сас
Cell: (917) 224-0904
Websites:
www.stjohnthebaptizer.org
www.buildyourchurch.org
Future Church Address:
9308 Carlton Oaks Dr.
Santee, CA 92071

PARISH MEETING - ПАРАФІЯЛЬНЕ ЗАСІДАННЯ is
tentatively scheduled Sunday, August 18th following the Divine
Liturgy. Items of discussion will include parish finances, the building
project, and parish social calendar. All are encouraged to attend.
CHURCH BUILDING LOAN UPDATE – Our loan application has
been submitted Providence Association in Philadelphia. We are
finalizing past balance sheets for submittal.
SAVE THE DATE for a parish picnic on a Saturday in late
September. Details to be published soon!
Роздуми владики Венедикта
Навіть якщо ми вже багато років ходимо до Церкви, та чули
в своєму житті багато проповідей священиків. Не раз ходили до
Сповіді, до Святого Причастя, знаємо багато з того, що вчить
Церква, то все одно щодня бачимо, що мусимо далі вчиться і
наближатися до Бога, бо наше пізнання Бога завжди є неповне.
У будь-якій професії за цей час, коли ми належимо до
Церкви, ми б могли вже самі чогось досягнути і навіть інших
навчити. Але чомусь про Господа і Його науку ми не так легко і
просто можемо комусь розказати.
Прагнім бути зрілими, тобто не чекати, що нас хтось
навчить, а самим пізнавати, і передавати іншим це знання про Бога.
Йдімо самі до нашого Спасителя і ведімо інших!

Upcoming Services - Розклад Богослужень
August 4 : Divine Liturgy - Божественна Літургія - 10:30 am
th

O Christ without a beginning, when on the Mount of the Transfiguration, Your
disciples saw the Light that was Yours and Your unapproachable divinity, they were
rapt in amazement and completely changed. They were enrobed in a radiant cloud,
and they heard the Father’s voice confirming the mystery of Your incarnation; for
even after coming in the flesh, You remained the only-begotten Son and the Savior of
all.
Найкращі з апостолів, безначальний Христе, побачивши на горі недосяжність
твоєї світлости і неприступність Божества, сповнилися божественним острахом.
Осяйна хмара опромінила їх, і вони почули голос Отця, що сповіщав тайну
твого воплочення, що ти той самий і після воплочення – Син єдинородний і
Спаситель світу.
From Vespers of the Transfiguration
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THE MIRACULOUS FEEDING OF 5000 with five loaves and two
fish is reported in each of the four Gospels. In both the earliest and latest
Gospels there is an unusual unanimity in the details they relate: more than
most other Gospel narratives including the resurrection. This reflects the great
importance which the first Christians attached to this narrative. In it they see
the Lord Jesus connected to the great movements of God in the past, the
present and the future.
THE PAST: THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT
As is well known, the Gospel of Matthew was written for Jewish
believers who were convinced that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament
prophecies concerning the Messiah. They also saw many Old Testament
events as “types,” pointing to New Testament events which surpass the Old in
God’s plan for our salvation. The early Church Fathers in the Greek and Latin
worlds had the same vision. Thus St. Cyril of Alexandria would write, “All
that is written about the blessed Moses we affirm to be an icon and a type of
that salvation which comes in Christ” The feeding of the 5000 was one such
event, in which Christ’s actions reflect that He is the New Moses and more:
the One who worked through Moses on behalf of the children of Israel. Just
as the exodus from Egypt begins with Pharaoh oppressing the Israelites, the
Gospel story begins with Herod’s murder of John the Baptist.
While Pharaoh oppresses the Israelites because they were so
numerous, Herod kills John because of his moral stance. Hearing about
John’s death, Jesus goes apart, to “a deserted place” (Matthew 14:13). Jesus,
His disciples and the people who came to Him from the cities were in a
“desert” just as Moses, his soldiers, and the crowd were in Sinai. When the
Israelites were in the desert with Moses God fed them with manna and quail,
which Psalm 78:24 (LXX) calls “the bread of heaven.” While the Galileans
were in the wilderness with Jesus, He himself fed them with bread and fish.
The feeding of the Israelites in Sinai was connected to their passage through
the Red Sea “on dry ground” (Exodus 14:23, et seq). The feeding of the 5000
is connected to the miracle of Jesus “walking on the sea” (Matthew 14:25)
which follows immediately. While the Israelites walked on the ground
exposed by the parting of the sea, Jesus walks on the sea itself.
THE PRESENT: JESUS NOURISHES THE CHURCH
This event marks the first time in the Gospel that the whole crowd
will be invited to eat together with Christ, showing His desire to gather all
His followers around a common table with Him.

This event marks the first time in the Gospel that the whole crowd
will be invited to eat together with Christ, showing His desire to gather all His
followers around a common table with Him. St Hilary of Poitiers noted that
the first Church – those who responded to the preaching of Peter – numbered
about 5000 men (Acts 4:4). The 5000 fed in the wilderness point to those
5000 who were the first to be nourished by the presence of Christ in His
Church. On that “table” in the wilderness was bread and fish. We recall that,
for Christians during the Roman persecutions, the fish was a code-sign for
Christ. The letters of the Greek word for fish – icthys – were an anagram for
the profession of faith, “Jesus Christ Son of God, Savior.” The bread – which
Jesus “took…blessed…and broke” (Mattew 14:19) – was an “icon” for the
early Christians of the Eucharist in which we receive the Son of God our
Savior, the Bread of life. Thus the feeding of the 5000 points to the Church
and its communal meal, the Eucharist.
THE FUTURE: THE MESSIANIC BANQUET
Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel we see Jesus pointing to the future: “I say to you
that many will come from east and west and sit down with Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11). He was alluding to the
idea of the Messianic Banquet, the great feast that represented for Jews that
communion with God, which the coming of the Messiah would bring about.
This feast is described in Isaiah 25:6-9 in terms which make us think of the
feeding of the 5000: “And in this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for
all people a feast of choice pieces, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things
full of marrow, of well-refined wines on the lees…” The Messiah would
come and restore Israel. The scattered Jews of the world would be drawn back
to their homeland and they would all sit down to a great meal of celebration.
How could not the first Jewish believers in Christ not thought of this banquet
when reflecting on the feeding of the 5000? When Jesus spoke of many
“coming from east and west” He was adding a new note to the concept of this
banquet: it would be open to Gentiles and many “sons of the kingdom” would
be excluded. The kingdom of God – and this, the great feast of the kingdom –
would feature Jews and Gentiles eating together (an act forbidden in Jewish
tradition). And so in Matthew 15:30-38 we find Jesus’ miracle repeated, after
He heals the Canaanite woman in the area of Tyre and Sidon. But this time it
is 4000 Gentiles who were fed. The feeding of these multitudes – Jews and
Gentiles – would proclaim to believing Jews that the time of the Messiah had
arrived.
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