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Icon of the Theophany of Our Lord -- January 6th



THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 4, 2008
Tone 1

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 5 — JANUARY 11, 2009

MONDAY, JANUARY 5 10:00 AM —ROYAL HOURS
8:00 PM — «3 H4aMmI bor!» GREAT COMPLINES WITH LYTIA

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD
10:00 AM — DIVINE LITURGY WITH GREAT BLESSING OF WATER

t* YAROSLAW SYSYN; REQ: MARIA SYSYN
6:00 PM — DIVINE LITURGY WITH BLESSING OF WATER

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIZER
10:00 AM — DIVINE LITURGY — SPECIAL INTENTION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 6:00 PM GREAT VESPERS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 8:00 AM LITURGY SPECIAL INTENTION
10:00 AM LITURGY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

“Open Wide Your Hearts!” — Share 2008
“Give, and it shall be given to you.” Please remember our Eparchy and give to Share 2008 Ukrainian
Catholic Appeal. If you haven’t received the mailing from our Bishop, there are extra envelopes in the
back of the church.

Let’s go Caroling!
Between December 25 and February 2 we will be organizing visits to our parishioners,
shut-ins, and nursing homes. If you are interested in participating or you would like to be
visited or you know of someone who would like to be visited, please contact Xenia
Moore or Fr. James.

Let us especially remember in our prayers those family members and friends who are actively
=~——~= serving our country in the Armed Forces: Luke and Slavamira Haywas, Elizabeth Heltsley,
v Olena Hrivniak, Michael Lopes, Stefan Oborski, Raul Richelmi and Brian Tuthill. Please

; submit any names of those you would like remembered in the Liturgies to Fr. James.

g Prayers For Those Serving In The Military

Your Prayers Please!
Please remember in your prayers those people of our parish who are in hospitals, -~
nursing homes and those who are not able to join us actively in our community. \
Remember especially the following: Katherine Andrus, Susie Boyko, Sonia
Cronin, Bohdanchik James, Lesya Loznycky, Ken McDonald, Sophia Skop, and
Ariadna Wall. Please let Fr. James know if there is anyone who should be added
to this list.



Feast of the Theophany

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John, at the Jordan, to be baptized by him." Matthew 3,13)
Before the feast of the Theophany, Holy Church in her services exhorts her faithful: “Leaving the
glorious miracle of Bethlehem, let us quickly hasten to the Jordan with an ardent spirit; there we
shall witness an awesome mystery...” (Exapostilarion of Matins of the 3rd of January). That awesome
mystery is the mystery of the Theophany of the Lord, the self-revelation of God at the baptism of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the river Jordan. In this mystery Jesus Christ reveals himself as the Messiah and
Saviour. As Christ is baptized, the voice of his heavenly Father bears witness to the divine mission of
Jesus: “You are my beloved Son, in you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1,11) The Holy Spirit bears witness
to him by descending upon him in the form of a dove. St. John the Baptist also bears witness as he
points to him, saying: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.” (John 1,29)

The feast of the Theophany of our Lord is among the most ancient and greatest feasts of our
Ecclesiastical Year. The name of this feast, its history, and the revelation of the mystery of the Most
Holy Trinity that accompanied it, deserves special consideration here.

Name of the Feast

In the first centuries of Christianity, the feast of the Theophany was regarded as a collective
feast for it embraced other events in the life of Jesus Christ which bore witness to his divinity -
namely, his Nativity, the homage of the Wise Men from the East, his baptism, the miracle at Cana of
Galilee and the miraculous multiplication of the loaves. Thus our name “Theophany” must be
understood in the plural sense for it means a feast of holy Theophanies.

In ancient times, on the feast of the Theophany the solemn baptism of the catechumens took
place. This baptism was also called light or enlightenment (illumination), and the catechumens were
called “the enlightened”. Hence the feast of the Theophany was called Enlightenment or [llumination,
the Feast of Lights and Holy Lights, for Jesus came to enlighten all people, “The people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light; and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death, a light
has arisen.” (Matthew 4,16) Some authors are of the opinion that this feast was also called the feast of
lights because during the baptism of the catechumens the church was lit up with a great number of
candles, symbols of the light of the knowledge of the true God.

St. Gregory the Theologian (1389) entitled his sermon on the Theophany: “A sermon on the
holy lights of the Theophanies of the Lord.” He begins it thus: “Again my Jesus and again the mystery
... (i.e., again the new feast after the Nativity of Christ), the sublime and divine mystery, which
announces to us heavenly light. For the holy day of lights, which has finally arrived and which we
have become worthy to solemnize, had its beginning in the baptism of my Christ ‘the true light that
enlightens every man that comes into the world.”” (John 1,9) In a subsequent sermon on holy baptism
he explains more elaborately what he means by enlightenment: “Yesterday we celebrated the
glorious day of lights ... and today we shall talk about baptism and its beneficent influence upon us...
Enlightenment is a help in our weakness, a putting aside of the body, a seeking after the Spirit, a
fellowship with the Word, a renewal of creation, a drowning of sin, a partaking of light, and a
dispelling of darkness.

Enlightenment is the chariot which raises us to God, making us co-travelers with Christ; it
strengthens our faith, Perfects our mind, entrusts to us the keys of the kingdom of heaven; changes
our lives, frees us from enslavement, loosens our chains, and changes our whole being.
Enlightenment, - must I enumerate more? - is the best and most exalted of God'’s gifts... This gift, just
as its giver, Christ, is called by many names... We call it a gift, grace, baptism, anointing,
enlightenment, the garment of incorruptibility, bath of regeneration, a seal and all that is for us
worthy of honor.”



NMPASHUK TOCIIOAHBbOT'O BOTOABJ/JIIHHA

“Todi npu6ye Icyc i3 Faausei Ha tiopdan do Hoana, wo6 xpucmumucs 6id Hbozo” (Mameti 3, 13)
CB. llepkBa nepej npa3uukoM ['ociogHbOr0 BorosBIiHHS ¥ CBOIX 60r0C/IyKEHHSX B3UBAE CBOIX
BipHUX: “BudsieeM ocraBuBIIY, IpeciaBHe 9y/10, CKOPO CHIlIiMO 10 HOpJaHy AyLIE0 TEIJIOK i TaM
no6ayumo crpauHe TaincTBo” (CBiTH/IEH yTpeHi 3 3-ro ciyHs). lle cTpamHe TaiHCTBO - 1€ TaiHCTBO
F'ocnoguboro borosasJiinzA, e XpuienHa 'ocnoga Haworo Icyca Xpucra B pini I;Iop,ani. B npomy
TaincTBi Icyc XpucToc 06'aBde cebe, Ak Meciio i Cnacutess. IIpo Moro Boxe nic/JaHHUITBO
cBigunTh npu XpumeHHi cam Otenp HebecHui rosocom i3 He6a: “Tu ecu CUH Mill IF0OOUH, Y TOGI —
Moe ynogob6anusa” (Map. 1, 11); ceigunts CBaTu# [lyx, mo y Buzi rony6a cxogquTh Ha Heoro;
cBiauuTh i cB. IBaH XpucTtuTesnb BKa3ywdu Ha Hboro: “Ock ArHenb Boxuii, ikuii rpixu cBity
3abupae” (IB. 1, 29).

[IpasHuk 'ocnogHbOrO BorosB/IiHHSA Ha/IEKUTH 0 HAaWJaBHINX i HANOIIBIINX IPa3HUKIB
HaIloro LIepKOBHOI'0 poKy. Ha ociGHY yBary 3acyiyroBye Horo Ha3Ba, Horo icTopist Ta 06’siBJIeHHSA
taiHcTBa [Ipecs. Tpiiui.

HA3BA IIPA3HHKA

[Ipasnuk 'ocnogHboro BorosiBiHHA y Nepmnx Bikax XpUCTUSHCTBA YBAXKaBCs 36ipHUM
IPa3HUKOM, GO JIy4uB y co6i 6iabIue mozii i3 xuTTa Icyca XpucTa, Aki cBiguumu nmpo Horo
BoxecTBo, a came, Moro PizzaBo, mokJiH MyzApeuis, xpuleHHs, yyA0 B Kani l'anunelcobkiil i uygecHe
po3MHOXKeHHs x/1i6a. ToMy ¥ Hamy Ha3By “BorosiBiaiHHA” Tpe6a po3yMiTH y MHOXKHHI, 60 BOHA
03HA4a€ pPa3HUK CBATUX BOroasJiiHb.

Y naBHUHY Ha Mpa3HUK borosB/iHHA Bi0yBasoCs ypouuCTe XpUILeHHS OTJIallleHHUX, IKe
3BaHO TAKOX CBIiTJIOM a60 MPOCBiYeHHSM, a OTJIallleHHi 3BaJIMCs MPOCBiveHi. 3BiAcH i mpa3HUK
BorosiByiiHHS 3BaBCsI MPOCBiYeHHSM, TPAa3HUKOM CBIiTeJI i CBATUMH CBiT/IaMy, 60 Icyc mpuiiios, mo6
ycix mpocBituTty. “Hapof, AKui cUZiB y TEMHOTI - YUTAEMO Y CB. EBaHTreJlii - H06a4YUB BEJIUKE CBIiTJIO.
Tuwm, o cuginu B KpaiHi i TiHi cMepTy, - 3ikimio im ciTyio” (Mar. 4, 16). Jleski aBTopH € Tiel AyMKH,
1110 Lie} Mpa3HUK Ille i TOMY 3BaBCs IPa3HUKOM CBiTeJ1, 60 B Yaci XpHUILleHHs OTJIallleHHUX
OCBiT/TII0OBaHO B0oXXUii XpaM BEJIMKUM MHOX€ECTBOM CBi4Y0K, siKi 6T CUMBOJIOM CBiTJIa Mi3HaHHSA
npasausoro bora.

Cs. 'puropiii BorocnoB (1389) cBoiii nponoBizai Ha BorosiBiiHHS Aae Taky Ha3By: CJI0BO Ha
cBATi cBiT/a AABA1iHB ['ocnofHix. Bin Tak ii mounHae: “3HoBy MiH Icyc i 3HOBY TaiHCTBO... (CE6TO 3HOBY
HOBUM Mpa3HUK micis XpuctoBoro Pi3fBa), TalHCTBO B3HeCIE i 60’KECTBEHHE, 1110 3Billjae HaM
HebecHy cBiTJicTh! Bo cBATHI JleHb CBiTeJ, 110 HOro MU JJoYeKaNHCS 1 yA0CTOIMMCS TPa3HyBaTH, Ma€
3a No4aTOK XpHllleHHsI Moiioro XpucTa “CpaBKHE CBITJI0, L0 MPOCBIUyE KOXKHY JIIOAUHY, L0
npuxoAuTh Ha cBiT” (IBaH 1, 9). A B HacTymnHi# nponosizi npo cBsaTe XpUllleHHS BiH 06IIMpHilIe
MOSICHIOE, 1110 PO3yMi€ mij mpocBiueHHSAM. “Byopa MU mpa3HyBaJId - KaXe BiH - IPecBiTINN JeHb
CBiTeJI... 2 CbOTrOJJHi TOBOPUTHUMEMO NPO XPHUILEeHHS i Horo 6J1arofiHe, AijTaHHA Ha HaC...
[IpocBiyeHHA Le nigMora y Haulid HeMoYi, BiZiJIO)KeHHA Tija, IpsAMyBaHHA 3a JlyxoM, NpyUcTaBaHHA 3i
Cyi0BOM, HanpaBa CTBOPEHHS, IOTONJIEHHS I'piXa, IPUYaCTs CBiTJIa, pO3BIAHHA TEMHOTH.

[IpocBiYeHHs L€ KOJIICHULA, L0 MiZHOCUTD A0 bora, cniBnosopoXXyBaHHA 3 XpUCTOM,
CKpinieHHs BipH, 3/J0CKOHAJIEHHSI yMa, KJII0Y LlapCTBa He6EeCHOTO0, NepeMiHa XKUTTs, CKHHEHHS
HeBOJIi, p03B’sI3aHHA Kal/laH, nepeMiHa ecTBa. [IpocBiueHHs, - YM Malo I1ie Gijibllle BUYUCASITH? - e
HaWay4ylu# i HakBesinuHiKM 3 boxux gapis ... Ta et gap, sk i oro Jlatenb XpUcCTOC, 3BeThCA
6araTbMa pi3HUMH iMeHaMH ... MU Horo 3BeMo AapoM, 6/1arojaTTo, XPULeHHSAM, IOMa3aHHAM,
MIPOCBiYE€HHAM, OAINOKIO HETJIIHHA, KYIIJIJIIO BiZpO»KeHHs, I1e4aTTIo | BCiM, 10 [JId HacC rifjHe
noyectu”.



Sunday Collection: December 21, 2008:
8:00 AM $284.00
10:00 AM $545.00
Pancake Breakfast: $169.00
Bake Sale: $492.00
Card Sales, etc... $247.00
Total: $1,737.00
Christmas Collection: December 25, 2008:
10:00 PM Christmas Eve: $245.00
10:00 AM Christmas Day: $2.809.00
Total: $3,054.00
Sunday Collection: December 28, 2008:
8:00 AM $70.00
10:00 AM $338.00
Candles: $49.50
Total: $457.50

“Blessing homes of Byzantine Christians is done each year on or after the feast of Theophany. This act is
the central sign of God’s sanctification of all things through Christ’s baptism in the river Jordan and his
epiphany to the world.

Small churches — The family is considered, by the Eastern Christian faith, to be a small church. The family
table is the home altar where the members gather each day to receive their daily bread from God with
thanksgiving in the name of Christ.

Sanctification of the home — The sanctification of the home takes place with prayer and the sprinkling of
holy water. The priest, at this annual visit, asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and
to fill if with every blessing. Everyone of the house, prays together for the living and the dead of the
family, and all who live and have lived in the house. They all sing the hymn of salivation and process from
room to room while the priest blesses the house.

Traditions of the ceremony differ according to local custom, but these general guidelines should are
observed:

A candle with an icon and some holy water should be placed in a suitable place, such as kitchen or dining
room table, or a home altar. Also, a list of first names for whom prayers are to be offered, including
members of the family and all those living in the house. The list should have a clear distinction between
the living and the dead. If it is the practice to give the priest a gift, it should not be placed with the holy
objects on the table. It can be prepared in advanced, but given at the conclusion of the service.

When the priest comes, all who are present in the house should gather around the icon with the candle.
They should, if they are able to join in, say the Trisagion Prayers and sing of the Troparion of the Feast of
Epiphany. Then a family member leads the priest through the house with the candle. As he goes, he
sprinkles holy water, and prays for a blessing upon each room and the activity that goes on there. When
they have gone through the entire house, the family gathers again around the table and the priest blesses
each person present.” - Orthodoxwiki

If you wish to have your home blessed, please fill out the request slip included in the bulletin and drop in
the collection, or call Fr. James to arrange a time.



Ykpaincoka Kamoauuwvka Ilapaghia Mamepi boowcoi Heycmarouoi Ilomoui
Hepksa Castoro IIpopoka it [Ipenreun Moana Xpecturens
Cearuns Cestoro Mukonas, Apxuenuckona Mip Jlikilicekoro, Uy noTBopiis

Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptizer John
Shrine of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycea

4400 Palm Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941
Parish Office: (619) 697-5085

Website: stjohnthebaptizer.org

Iapox: o. SIkiB beHbkcTOH
Pastor: Fr. James Bankston
frjames@mac.com
Fr. James’ cell phone: (619) 905-5278

The Baptism of the Lord and Our Baptism

The prophet proclaimed, “le desires mercy.” thereby announcing from on high the
mystery of baptism and the immeasurable grace of the Crucified. 1t is Christ who desires mercy,
and this was ITis reason for becoming man. Tle who was born without opening the virginal womb
“will turn again and take pity on us.” Indeed, He has taken pity on us by freeing us from error.
Upon the cross He triumphed over all sin. “lle has cast our sins into the depths of'the sea.” for He
has washed them away in the saving waters of Baptism.

Consider what Baptism is and proclaim its grace. All blessings arc contained in it. It
purifies the world; it restores nature. It is a speedy redemption. a simple remedy. a liquid [ire that
burns away sin, a sponge that purifies the conscience, a garment that never wears out. It is a womb
that conceives without passion, a tomb in which those who are buried are born again. 1t is the
ocean in which sins are drowned, the element that witnesses to the devil’s defeat. It is the scal ol
Him who takes possession of the fortress, the unfailing advocate before the Judge. It is the stream
that extinguishes the fires of hell. the grace that gives admission to the supper of the Lord. 1t is a
mystery. both old and new, forcshadowed cven in the time of Moses. To Christ our God be glory
forever, through endless ages. Amen.

Buasil of Seleucia
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I would like to have Fr. James bless my home.

IHpomy npuiiTH i M06,1ar0CJIOBUTH HALI AIM.
(Fr. James will call to arrange a time - o. Hxieé nodzgeonums 106
00MOBUTNUCH)

Im'sa/Name:

Anpeca/Address:

Teua:/Telephone:




